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present slate, and finally to receive her to eternal happiness'1? But this state has not been looked upon with horrour, but only as less gracious.
He deposited the remains of Mrs. Johnson in the church of Bromley, in Kent2, to which he was probably led by the residence of his friend Hawkesworth at that place. The funeral sermon which he composed for her, which was never preached, but having been given to Dr. Taylor, has been published since his death3, is a performance of uncommon excellence, and full of rational and pious comfort to such as are depressed by that severe affliction which Johnson felt when he wrote it. When it is considered that it was written in such an agitation of mind, and in the short interval between her death and burial, it cannot be read without wonder4.
From Mr. Francis Barber I have had the following authentick and artless account of the situation in which he found him recently after his wife's death :
He was in great affliction. Mrs. Williams was then living in his house, which was in Gough-squnre. He was busy with the Dictionary. Mr. Sliiels, and some others of the gentlemen who had formerly written for' him, used to come about him. He had then little for himself, but frequently sent money to Mr. Shiels when in distress5. The friends
1 Pr. and Mad., p. 20.    BOSWELU         J Sce/o.?/1, Sept. 21, 1777.
" Shortly before his death (scc/w/,        4 He described her as  a woman
July 12, 1784) Johnson had a stone     'whom  none, who were capable of
placed over her grave with the follow-     distinguishing either moral or intel-
ing inscription :—                                  tactual excellence, could know with-
Hic conduntur reliquiae              out esteem or tenderness.    She was
ELIZABETHAE                    extensively charitable in her judge-
Antiqua Jarvisiorum gentc,             incuts and opinions, grateful for every
Peatlingae,     apucl     Leiccstrienses,     kindness that she received, and will-
ortae ;                                      ing to  impart   assistance of every
Formosae, cultac, ingeniosae, piae;       kind to all whom her little power
Uxoris,    primis    nuptiis,    Henrici     enabled her to benefit.    She passed
Porter,                                     through many months   of languor,
Sccundis Samuelis Johnson :          weakness, and decay without a single
Qui multum amatam, diuque deflctam     murmur   of  impatience, and   often
Hoc lapide contexit.                  expressed her adoration of that mercy
Obiit Londini Mense Mart.             which granted her so long time for
A.D. MDCCLIII.                     recollection and penitence.'Johnson's
As Mrs. Johnson died in 1752, the      Works, ix. 523.
date is wrong.                                           5 Sec ante, p. 187.
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